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- Differences on Vietnam 

Policy Persist 

' By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Re- 
ports of bitter policy differences 
a between Secretary of State 
f Dean Rusk and Secretary of De- 
i fense Clark M. Clifford over 
j Vietnam policy are beginning to 
. cause serious concern within the 
> Johnson administration. 
i Informed insiders concede 
that there are differences be- 

- tween the two key officials over 
. how hard to pressure the South 
; Vietnamese government to get 
• on with the Paris peace talks. 

Clifford has spoken publicly in 
criticism of the Thieu- Ky re- 
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gime despite Rusk’s advocacy 
of a kid-glove approach. ■ 
Associates of both men said 
Tuesday the disagreement over 
policy and tactics has not im- 
paired their personal relation- 
ship. But it is beginning to 
sound a sour note in the final 
weeks of the Johnson adminis- 
tration and some authorities 1 
feel President Johnson himself ; 
may have to do something about i 
it soon if it persists. 1 

MEET ON POLICY 
. Johnson, Rusk and Clifford , 
met Tuesday in their regular 1 
' weekly lunch session on foreign ~ 
[ policy and related international | 

. security matters. j ' 


Rusk is known as a hard-line, 

[ no-compromise hawk on Viet- - 
t nam policy. He generally has ‘ 

- carried the burden of argument i 
; in the administration councils 

- and in public debate against 
1 curtailing or abandoning the 

bombing of North Vietnam un- 
f less the United States got the 
s concessions it demanded from 
f North Vietnam. 

1 Clifford on the other hand has 
e developed a dovish reputation 
since he took over the Defense 
Department following the resig- 
nation of Robert S. McNamara 
now head of the World Bank 
CLIFFORD CREATION 
' . The plan for a partial bomb- ' 
ing halt of North Vietnam which 
1 Johnson announced last March 
■ 31 was in part at least Clifford’s 
creation. So was the arrange- 
s men t by which Johnson halted 
1 ^e rest of the bombing and oth- 
er attacks on the North on Nov 
f 1- ’ 
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The partial curtailment led to 
the Paris peace talks between 
the United States and North 
Vietnam. The total halt opened 
the way for including South 
Vietnam and the rebel National 
Liberation Front in those talks. 

But South Vietnam balked at 
having the NLF treated in any 
| way as a full-fledged member of 
a four-party negotiation and this 
has stalled the talks for almost 
two months. 


| SHARPLY CRITICAL 

I Clifford twice has sharply 
| criticized in public the South 
= Vlet , names e behavior. Several 
I a f? he accused President 
s N ? u y®i Van Thieu of pulling out 
§ 7 111 the ninth inning— 0 f a deal 
§ to go through with the expan- 

I P f is talks lowing 

= the bombing halt. s 

I ttJ e c d fu yS Tr g0 clif fo rd prodded 
| th® South Vietnamese to get on 
§ with arrangements for the pro- 
1 P° sed n «w round of Paris talks 
= ~ and suggested that in any 
I S* * e f Ufoted States and 
= Vl ® tnam mi Sht go ahead 
i tal ™g about arrangements for 
= mutual troop withdrawal. 

I each week they 

= delay, Clifford said' in a TV in- 
_ terview, “more men are dvine ” 

| “GENERALLY PROTEcSl” 

i „ Ru sk is reported to have been 
■= generally protective toward the 
= South Vietnamese government. 

I 77 ^ ? frai< ? doing anything 
i “ hls judgment might 
I 77 eakea R s position. Some State 
= ® e Partment officials privately 
= ® x P ressed surprise that Clifford 
I ka( ^ str uek at the Saigon regime 
h as hard as he had. 

1 n ^ kGn George McGovern, 

= followed up with an at- 

| tack ° n Vlce President Nguyen 
| Cao Ky of South Vietnam, call- 
= him a “tin-horn dictator ” 

I ™ af Rusk’s associates 
S showed fear that a wave of an- 
| tagomsm might be developing. 

1 “ their view, did not help 

= when he said in Paris that his 
| critics should shut up. 

| As evidence that policy differ- 
! en . ce ,? have not soured personal 
| relations, several officials agree 
| that, at a recent private dinner 
| given by McNamara, Clifford 
| made a speech in which he paid 
I Raak a lengthy and emotional 



